Session 11 - Invitation to Discipleship

Matthew 28:16-20 (NABRE)

The Commissioning of the Disciples. '®The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which
Jesus had ordered them. " When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted. '® Then Jesus
approached and said to them, “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. *Go, therefore,
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
holy Spirit, ?°teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always,
until the end of the age.”

Acts 2:37-45 (NABRE)

3”Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and they asked Peter and the other apostles,
“What are we to do, my brothers?” % Peter [said] to them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the holy Spirit.
For the promise is made to you and to your children and to all those far off, whomever the Lord our God
will call.” °He testified with many other arguments, and was exhorting them, “Save yourselves from this
corrupt generation.” ¥ Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand
persons were added that day.
Communal Life. “>They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life, to
the breaking of the bread and to the prayers. “* Awe came upon everyone, and many wonders and signs
were done through the apostles. “* All who believed were together and had all things in common; “*they
would sell their property and possessions and divide them among all according to each one’s need.
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Acts 17:22-34 (NABRE)

Paul’s Speech at the Areopagus. ??Then Paul stood up at the Areopagus and said:

“You Athenians, | see that in every respect you are very religious. 2For as | walked around looking
carefully at your shrines, | even discovered an altar inscribed, ‘To an Unknown God. What therefore you
unknowingly worship, | proclaim to you. #The God who made the world and all that is in it, the Lord of
heaven and earth, does not dwell in sanctuaries made by human hands, ?°nor is he served by human
hands because he needs anything. Rather it is he who gives to everyone life and breath and everything.
26He made from one the whole human race to dwell on the entire surface of the earth, and he fixed the
ordered seasons and the boundaries of their regions, 2’ so that people might seek God, even perhaps
grope for him and find him, though indeed he is not far from any one of us. 22 For ‘In him we live and move
and have our being,’ as even some of your poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ *Since therefore
we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the divinity is like an image fashioned from gold,
silver, or stone by human art and imagination. ®* God has overlooked the times of ignorance, but now he
demands that all people everywhere repent * because he has established a day on which he will ‘judge
the world with justice’ through a man he has appointed, and he has provided confirmation for all by
raising him from the dead.”

32\When they heard about resurrection of the dead, some began to scoff, but others said, “We should
like to hear you on this some other time.” 3* And so Paul left them. **But some did join him, and became
believers. Among them were Dionysius, a member of the Court of the Areopagus, a woman named
Damaris, and others with them.

1 Peter 1:3-9 (NABRE)

Il. THE GIFT AND CALL OF GOD IN BAPTISM

Blessing. *Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy gave us a new
birth to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, “to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you *who by the power of God are safeguarded
through faith, to a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the final time. ¢In this you rejoice, although now
for a little while you may have to suffer through various trials, ” so that the genuineness of your faith, more
precious than gold that is perishable even though tested by fire, may prove to be for praise, glory, and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Although you have not seen him you love him; even though you
do not see him now yet believe in him, you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, °as you attain
the goal of [your] faith, the salvation of your souls.
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