SESSION 9: DELIVER US FROM EVIL

The following excerpt from the Catechism of the Catholic Church will serve as the session
material to be read by participants before the meeting.

VII. “BuTt DELIVER Us FROM EvIL”

2850 The last petition to our Father is also included in Jesus’ prayer: “| am not asking you to take
them out of the world, but | ask you to protect them from the evil one.” It touches each of us
personally, but it is always “we” who pray, in communion with the whole Church, for the
deliverance of the whole human family. The Lord’s Prayer continually opens us to the range of
God’s economy of salvation. Our interdependence in the drama of sin and death is turned into
solidarity in the Body of Christ, the “communion of saints.”'®* (309)

2851 In this petition, evil is not an abstraction, but refers to a person, Satan, the Evil One, the
angel who opposes God. The devil (dia-bolos) is the one who “throws himself across” God’s plan
and his work of salvation accomplished in Christ. (397)

2852 “A murderer from the beginning, ... a liar and the father of lies,” Satan is “the deceiver of the
whole world.” Through him sin and death entered the world and by his definitive defeat all creation
will be “freed from the corruption of sin and death.”'®® Now “we know that anyone born of God
does not sin, but He who was born of God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him. We
know that we are of God, and the whole world is in the power of the evil one.”

The Lord who has taken away your sin and pardoned your faults also protects you and
keeps you from the wiles of your adversary the devil, so that the enemy, who is
accustomed to leading into sin, may not surprise you. One who entrusts himself to God
does not dread the devil. “If God is for us, who is against us?”

2853 Victory over the “prince of this world” was won once for all at the Hour when Jesus freely
gave himself up to death to give us his life. This is the judgment of this world, and the prince of
this world is “cast out.”'”® “He pursued the woman” but had no hold on her: the new Eve, “full of
grace” of the Holy Spirit, is preserved from sin and the corruption of death (the Immaculate
Conception and the Assumption of the Most Holy Mother of God, Mary, ever virgin). “Then the
dragon was angry with the woman, and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring.”'"?
Therefore the Spirit and the Church pray: “Come, Lord Jesus,” since his coming will deliver us
from the Evil One. (677; 490; 972)

2854 When we ask to be delivered from the Evil One, we pray as well to be freed from all evils,
present, past, and future, of which he is the author or instigator. In this final petition, the Church
brings before the Father all the distress of the world. Along with deliverance from the evils that
overwhelm humanity, she implores the precious gift of peace and the grace of perseverance in
expectation of Christ’'s return. By praying in this way, she anticipates in humility of faith the
gathering together of everyone and everything in him who has “the keys of Death and Hades,”
who “is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” (2632; 1041)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER — A Small Group Bible Study Discussion Guide for Cor.

Deliver us, Lord, we beseech you, from every evil and grant us peace in our day, so that
aided by your mercy we might be ever free from sin and protected from all anxiety, as we
await the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

ARTICLE 4

The Final Doxology

2855 The final doxology, “For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever,”
takes up again, by inclusion, the first three petitions to our Father: the glorification of his name,
the coming of his reign, and the power of his saving will. But these prayers are now proclaimed
as adoration and thanksgiving, as in the liturgy of heaven. The ruler of this world has
mendaciously attributed to himself the three titles of kingship, power, and glory."” Christ, the Lord,
restores them to his Father and our Father, until he hands over the kingdom to him when the
mystery of salvation will be brought to its completion and God will be all in all. (2760)

2856 “Then, after the prayer is over you say ‘Amen,” which means ‘So be it,” thus ratifying with
our ‘Amen’ what is contained in the prayer that God has taught us.” (170671-1065)
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